Biology Article Review
The notes sections (1-3) are for you to gather and organize your thoughts. You can use short, incomplete thoughts in bulleted form, if you prefer. In the reflection section (4) you will need to use complete sentences, proper spelling, and organize your answer.
1. Observational Notes: These are general notes about the basics of the article.
a. Who wrote the article? Who is this article about?

b. What are the main ideas?

c. When was it published? When are the events taking place?

d. Where was it published? Where are the events taking place?

2. Methodological Notes: These notes will serve as your mental bulletin board. Write at least one thing for each, but you can use this space to write as much as you would like. 
a. As you read the article, what stood out to you as interesting?

b. What questions do you have about what you read?

c. What words or phrases did you not understand? List them and then look them up. Provide a short definition of each here.

3. Theoretical Notes: These are your thinking notes. Try to write as many connections as you can think of.
a. Why is this topic important (to you now, to you in the future, to your children, to people you know, to the world in general, to a specific biological field, etc.)?

b. How is this topic related to what you are studying and what you have studied? Provide evidence from the article to back up your claims. These can be direct quotes or paraphrases. 
4. Reflection: This is where you put all of your notes into action, but you will rely heavily on your theoretical notes. You may want to rough draft here and staple your final answer to this sheet. 

a. As you read this article and prepared your notes about its content, your brain was making connections between what you were reading and the world around you. Based on your notes, describe what you learned from this article and what it made you think about. Include details from your notes in your reflection.
Assessment Rubric

	Component Criteria
	Does Not Meet

0 (D-F)
	Approaching

1 (C)
	Meets

2 (B)
	Exceeds

3 (A)

	Observational Notes
	Student answered less than 4 questions; no evidence of reading article; lacks understanding of main ideas
	Student answered 4-6 questions; observations do not show evidence that entire article was read, but do show some understanding of basic content and main ideas.
	It is evident that student read the entire article based on observations of basic details about the content. Student answered all 7 questions completely. 
	Student answers showed depth and detail, as well as an understanding of why these basic details are important to understanding the article as a whole. 

	Methodological Notes
	Student did not attempt to provide thinking answers to these questions, instead used answers such as “Nothing was interesting, I don’t have any questions, there weren’t any words I didn’t understand.”
	Student provided at least 2 answers for each question or answered 2 of 3 questions completely; student listed vocabulary without defining; interesting details did not show evidence of reading entire article. 
	It is evident that student read the entire article based on questions raised, vocabulary research, and determination of interesting details; student provided at least 3 answers for each question.
	It is evident that student used article as a learning tool because student raised thoughtful questions about the world and topics of study, provided an explanation about interesting details, and presented exemplary vocabulary research.

	Theoretical Notes
	Student failed to make connections between article content, the world around them, and the classroom
	Student provided at least 2 connections for each answer or answered 1 question completely and the other lacked thought; student saw basic connection to class but struggled to make connection to their world; student made obvious connections like “this would be important to a scientist.”
	It is evident that student thought about the article content beyond its base level information. Student made thoughtful connections to the world around them and to the classroom; student made at least 3 connections for each question.
	Student showed thought and consideration as to how the article related to the world around them and the classroom. Student went beyond base level information from the article to form connections. Student provided evidence from textbook and article to back up connections.

	Reflection
	Student did not complete reflection or provided short response lacking thought and connections to notes; student used poor organization and grammar. 
	Student presented a slightly disorganized reflection with several grammatical errors; student did not connect all three sets of notes to thoughts on article content; student copied information directly from article without making thoughtful connections; Reflection was 3-5 sentences. 
	Student presented an organized, grammatically correct reflection that integrated components of all three notes sections; reflection showed thought about the article topic and connections to the world and classroom with some evidence from the article; reflection was 5 or more well developed sentences. 
	Student reflection showed thought throughout the article review process. Student made stretching connections between the article content, the world around them, and the classroom. Student showed understanding that the article content was meant to facilitate thought about a general topic, not just the article itself. 


